FULL ORDER BOOK FOR MORAY GLASS ARTIST

Kathryn Abrahams pinpoints the moment she looked through the window of a small arts and crafts shop in rural Aberdeenshire to see a stained glass workshop in progress as a turning point in her life. 

Intrigued, she went inside and was so taken with the craft that she immediately signed herself up for a six-week course ​and then just kept on going until she had completed a year’s worth of courses.

That was in 2003 and now, seven years later, the former personal assistant runs her own thriving business, Lazy Daisy Glass, selling her unique, handcrafted glass jewellery and glass art to retailers throughout the country and beyond.

Her business really took off last year after she attended the Aviemore Trade Fair and came away with a full order book. She later exhibited at the 2010 Spring Trade Show in Glasgow and then received financial help from Business Gateway to attend a third trade fair in Harrogate.

Recalling her introduction to stained glass, she says: “I was always an arty type and loved art at school. I just happened to be walking through the village of Insch in Aberdeenshire when I came across this stained glass workshop. 

“I thought: ‘I like the look of that,’ so I opened the door and walked in. I was just being nosy really and I told the chap who was leading the course that I would love to join. He ran six-week courses so I did my first six weeks and loved it so much that I signed up for the next six weeks and the next until it turned into a year long course. That kind of changed my life.”

Kathryn, from Carharrack in Cornwall, moved to Insch with her husband, Scott, a self-employed builder, in 2003. The couple later moved to Mulben, five miles west of Keith in Moray.

“My background is in administration and I had spent six years in London working as a PA to directors of a corporate company when we decided to move away,” she says. “We had the option of going back to Cornwall but we thought: ‘Let’s try something different.’ We’d come up to Scotland on holiday and loved it so we decided to move up here. We just took a chance because neither of us had jobs.”

She soon found administrative work with the Forestry Contracting Association near Inverurie. After the couple moved to their present address at Old Schoolhouse, Mulben, Kathryn took up a post as a PA with Moray Council.

She spent her leisure time making stained glass items such as hangers and windows, selling them at craft fairs throughout the area.

The catalyst to draw a line under her administrative career and take her hobby further was the birth of her daughter, Amelia, in June 2007.

“I wanted to give up work and become a full-time mother. I was on a temporary contract with the local authority and that came to a natural end so it just seemed to be an appropriate time to give up my salaried employment,” she says

Using her maternity benefit, Kathryn bought a kiln and, began to experiment with fused glass which is produced when pieces of glass are heated together in a kiln. 

She explains:  “ If you apply heat to glass, it will soften.  If you continue to apply heat, the glass will become more fluid and flow together.  Two or more pieces of glass will stick (or ‘fuse’) to each other.  When the right kind of glass is heated and then cooled properly, the resulting fused glass piece will be solid and unbroken.

 “As soon as I bought my kiln the stained glass equipment got put away and I have never seen it since! The kiln I bought to begin with was small - the shelf measured only 13 inches in diameter so I was only able to make very small items and the most profitable thing to make was jewellery. No-one else in Moray was producing or selling fused glass at the time so I had the monopoly and my jewellery proved very popular.”

Last year she began to supply retailers after her products received a good reception at the trade shows she attended. She received advice and support to expand the business from Craig Robertson, Business Gateway regional development officer for Moray.

Craig said: “We have worked closely with Kathryn to help her develop her business and concluded that attending trade shows would help to raise the profile of the company and hopefully lead to new contacts and increased sales. We envisage Kathryn’s business going from strength to strength and Business Gateway is happy to give continued support as it grows.”

She says: “My order book from the trade show was quite overwhelming and smaller shops began phoning me up and asking for my goods. I had to hire a bigger kiln to keep up with the work and I was also working round the clock.

“I was confident enough in the future of the business to invest in a large £4000 Flat Bed Kiln which has a shelf space of one metre in diameter - six times the size of my old kiln. My husband also built me a studio. We live in an old schoolhouse and he renovated an outside toilet block so I now work in the toilet!  I started working from there in September 2009.

 “I love my new career. It enables me to be a full-time mother and work from home doing what I really enjoy. It is very flexible so if my daughter is ill or we have any events on, I can easily take time off. Working for myself means I don’t miss out on her.”

Business Gateway provides practical help, advice and support for new and growing businesses in Scotland. To find out more about how it can help you set up and develop your own business or to book a place on the Free Courses for Business or to speak to a business adviser, call your local office directly on 01343 563634 or visit www.bgateway.com

