Two enterprising young women have launched new businesses in Skye with the aid of funding from the Prince’s Scottish Youth Business Trust (PSYBT) and Business Gateway.

Kate Brown (25) has set up Skye Style, a design, planning and interior design service, based at her home, the Black Shed, 2 Skinidin, Dunvegan.   

Meanwhile, Sandy Gallagher (27) has just launched her owned glass production enterprise, Sandy Gallagher Glass, in a workshop attached to the Dunvegan Shop on the village’s Main Street.

In addition to receiving grant assistance, both women attended a Business Start-up course and were given help and advice by Skye’s PSYBT manager Alistair Danter, who is also regional development officer for Business Gateway

Alistair commented: “These are two very different businesses but both with potential and PSYBT is happy to support them.” 

Originally from East Yorkshire, Kate has a degree in architecture from the Mackintosh School of Architecture in Glasgow and a Masters in Urban and Regional Planning from Heriot Watt University, Edinburgh.

She and her architect husband, Andrew, married in Skye in September 2008 and moved to the island permanently when Andrew took up a job in June 2009 with a local architectural practice. 

Kate says: “We used to come up to Skye for week-ends and it was our pipe dream to eventually move up here, although we didn’t see it happening in our mid-20s!”

She decided to set up her own design service after a temporary stint working in the Highland Council planning office in Portree last summer. She also has previous experience working for architectural practices in the central belt and has been employed on a variety of projects from conservation and renovation to new build.

Skye Style offers a complete design service ranging from architectural drawings to design support and advice on submitting planning applications and building warrants. The company also offers Energy Rating Assessments and Standard Assessment Procedure (SAP) calculations – relating to the energy rating of dwellings.

Kate says: “I can tackle anything to do with the construction, building and planning world  from extensions and alterations to new houses, holiday homes and conservatories.”

She has used the £500 grant aid from PSYBT and £2100 from Business Gateway to buy a computer and specialised design software. “I could not have set up in business without the funding,” she says, “ It would have been a complete non-starter.”

Sandy Gallagher hails originally from Largs but moved with her family to Skye in 1995. She attended Portree High School and went on to start a nursing course but then switched to study Complementary Therapies.

She later embarked on a six month Woman in Construction course at the Metropolitan College in Glasgow. As part of the course she was given the option to study joinery or glass work – she picked glasswork and immediately found her forte.

“When I started doing glass work, I became absolutely obsessed with it. It doesn’t feel like going to work – it’s just too enjoyable!,” she says.

She completed a nine-month NC (National Certificate) course in Stained Glass Design and Production and then a three-year HND (Higher National Diploma) in Architectural and Decorative Glass Work, graduating in 2008. 

In her final year she won the prestigious Craftex Advance Glass Work award for her entry - an ingenious sink made out of glass. Craftex is the annual competition run by the Trades House of Glasgow and it provides a showcase for the very best work of students from the city’s colleges. Many students who find success in Craftex go on to start their own businesses.

Sandy says: “I am trained in various types of glass work and can make a variety of items including awards, plaques, splash backs and kitchen tiles.  I’m also planning to make items that will appeal to tourists. If anyone has an idea of something that can be made out of glass, then they are very welcome to come and see me.

“However, I like to keep things bespoke and my real love is making stained glass windows. These can be pinned on to the back of windows so do not need to affect your double glazing and can be taken with you if you move house.

I like free flowing design and breaking the rules, especially with stained glass. You don’t want to block out all the landscape when you have a stained glass window – particularly in an area with such beautiful scenery as Skye. You want to be able to see a bit of landscape.”

Sandy already has commissions and has just been waiting on her £1350 Business Gateway and £500 PSYBT grants to enable her to buy a kiln and materials.

“My workshop is in a great location next to the Dunvegan Shop right in the heart of the town. My door will be open and people can stand and watch me at work if they want,” she says.

