Young surf instructor Donald Peace of 60 Farquhar Street, Hopeman, set up his own mobile surf school, New Wave Surf, two years ago and has looked forward to going to work ever since.

The 25-year old, who was previously employed as a gardener and with the Forestry Commission, says: “Even when I’m busy, it’s a good feeling because I am doing something that I really like. It certainly isn’t a chore, especially when you introduce youngsters to surfing and see how much pleasure they get from it.”

Donald, a father-of-three, is now looking forward to the 2010 season which is building up to be his busiest yet with healthy advance bookings, both from individuals and organisations running activity weeks. 

But he freely admits that he would never be in his present position had it not been for the financial help and advice he received from the Prince’s Scottish Youth Business Trust (PSYBT) and Business Gateway.

“I would definitely not have been able to establish my business without their input,” he says. “I needed to buy all the surf boards and wet suits and if I had not had funding, I would never have been able to start.”

A former pupil of St. Gerardine Primary School in Lossiemouth, and Elgin Academy, Donald was introduced to surfing by friends when he was in his late teens and became a devotee of the sport, surfing on average - depending on the swell - three or four times a week all-year-round.

His fondness for surfing led him to volunteer with Outfit Moray, the outdoor activities education charity based in Lossiemouth.

He had originally intended to make a career in sound engineering but had to drop out of a college course due to family commitments. He then spent some time on the dole before completing a chain saw course and finding jobs in gardening and forestry.  

He says: “After a while I just decided that I wanted to work for myself and because of my love of surfing and my experience with Outfit Moray, it was a natural step to think about a surf school.  I thought it would be a great way to earn a living and provide for my family by doing something that I really enjoyed.”

At the end of 2007 he attended the highly regarded Training Centre at Lusty Glaze Beach, Newquay, Cornwall, where he successfully completed a British Surf Association (BSA) Surf Instructor course as well as a Beach Lifeguard and Water Safety Course. 

Following the receipt of grant aid totalling £3500 from PSYBT and Business Gateway in addition to a £3000 loan, Donald - who also undertook a Business Gateway bookkeeping course - officially launched New Wave Surf School in time for the 2008 summer season.

His first two seasons have seen him instruct mostly beginners using the beaches at Lossiemouth East and Sandend, although he also teaches from Cullen and, if conditions are right, Roseisle. He says: “Moray is a brilliant place to learn how to surf because the waves are never too big but still fairly regular.” 
He has forged strong links with Moray Council’s Active School team and runs after-school clubs with pupils attending from as far afield as Forres and Nairn. He is also on the local authority’s approved list of external providers for outdoor activity weeks. 

Unfortunately, he suffered a setback at the end of last season when he broke a leg while surfing on the North Coast, but he is now fully recovered and raring to go.

“I missed out on the last two months of the summer season last year after jumping off a rock and landing awkwardly in the water. It wasn’t a bad break, though, and has healed well,” he says. 

“Lots of youngsters are expressing an interest this year in the after-school clubs which are staring up again next week. And quite a number of adults have already been in touch with me enquiring about lessons so it’s shaping up really well for this year.

“I’m also looking forward to developing the business to the point that I might be able to employ another instructor and also possibly find a permanent base closer to the beach where I can store my equipment.  Setting up in business has been a challenge but I wouldn’t have it any other way.”

